Introduction
According to Brown and Simpson (1972) , a compatible solute may be "loosely defined as one which, at high concentration, allows an enzyme to function effectively". This definition was developed from work on sugar-tolerant yeast and was later adapted to halophytes, which also need osmolytes in the cytoplasm to assure the intracellular osmotic adjustment between vacuole (rich in NaCI) and cytoplasm (poor in NaCI) (Stewart et al., 1979) .
Earlier work on mangroves has revealed that these halophytic trees stored high concentrations of either mannitol, pinitol, quebrachitol, proline or glycine betaine in their leaves (Popp et al., 1985) . In the meantime, further work on the Rhizophoraceae showed that the cyclitol formerly identified as pinitol was lD-0-methytmuco-inositol (Richter, Thonke Table I are given in mo! ' m-3 plant water. The concentrations of Na+ and Cl-in seawater were 459 and 535 mol-m-3 , respectively, and were very often in the same range in the different plant organs (Table I) (Table II) .
Discussion and Conclusion
Our results are in agreement with those obtained for herbaceous halophytes in that one and the same organic solute was present in all organs of a given plant (Briens and Larher, 1982) .
Acyclic polyols, such as sorbitol and mannitol, are known to play an important role in the carbohydrate metabolism of trees other than mangroves (Loescher, 1987 
